
 

 

 

May 14, 2018 

Dear  Members  of  the  Execut ive  Commit tee ,  

With  a  grea t  sadness  I  am shar ing wi th  you the pass ing a  week ago  of  an  act ive  member  of  

the  Fede ra t ion ,  Dr .  Ricardo Losada  Márquez .  

Ricardo l ived  through a  myr iad  of  exper iences  and achieved  many successes ,  f rom a  Mar ine  

to  a  Mathemat ician earn ing h i s  Doctor a te  in  the United States ,  to  a  Professor ,  Chai r ,  Co-

Founder ,  Rector  and President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Antonio  Nariño  Universi t y,  and 

to  a  two-term Senator  of  Colombia .   

S ince  Maria  Falk de  Losada  has  been  one of  the  key leaders  of  the  Fede ra t ion ,  Ricardo 

tact ful ly suppor ted  her  wi thout  ever  overshadowing Maria  in  the  mat te rs  of  the  Federa t ion.  

In  2000  Peter  Taylor  invi ted the  three of  us  for  a  fa i r ly  long vi s i t  of  Aust ra l i a ,  where  we 

had  an  opportuni ty to  share  our  pass ions and become c lose.  Ricardo always  addressed 

ser ious i ssues  with  a  touch of  wonder ful  humor  and a  contagious  smi le .  When in  2010 I 

was  bi t t en by a  ‘Medieval ’  dog,  i t  was  Ricardo ,  who possibly save d my l i fe  by insis t ing  

that  I  be  taken to a  hospi tal  for  cleaning and dressing up  the  wound and ge t t ing a  number  

of  necessary inject ions .   

I  am a t taching our  2006 photo  taken by Mari a  in  the  h is tor ic  Wren Librar y of  the  Univers i ty  

of  Cambr idge ,  England.  Memor ies  of  thi s  charming ,  deep ,  and  progress ive  Man are  forever  

impr in ted  in  me,  and  wi l l  l ive  in  my memory as  long as  l ive  I .  

My deepest  condolences  to  Maria ,  thei r  mul t i - t a lented  chi ldren  wi th  thei r  fami l ies .  

Cordial ly,  

Sasha 

Alexander  Soi fer  

Professor ,  Ph .D.  

President ,  World  Federat ion of  Nat ional  Mathemat ics  Compet i t ions  

 

 


